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SURVEY SHOWS CONTINENTAL WATERFOWL TREND HITS ELEVEN-YEAR LOW 

Wintering grounds observations indicate that the downward trend in the 

Continental waterfowl population has reached the lowest point in 11 years, the 

Department of the Interior has announced. 

The results of the winter waterfowl survey were prepared by the Department's 

Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Of the favored hunting species, only the scaup and the Canada goose show 

consistent increases. Mallards and pintails, the "bread-and-butter ducks"-- 

they usually provide the most hunting for the most hunters--have recorded a 

9-year low. The number of black ducks observed was the lowest since 1950. The 

canvasback continues to be critically low. 

A crew of 1,639 persons, including hundreds of State and Federal cooperators, 
made the survey which covered the North American Continent from Alaska to the 
southern end of Mexico and Puerto Rico. A total of 152 aircraft, provided by the 
Air Force, the Coast Guard, and the Navy, various States, and the,Bureau of Sport 
Fdsheries and Wildlife, flew 996 hours and covered 93,000 miles in the aerial 
portion of the survey. Nearly 1,200 automobiles were driven 91,000 miles, and 33 
boats traveled 1,150 miles during the survey, 

The project is an annual task of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 
The work was done over a period of a few days in January. Analysis of the great 
amount of data collected has just been completed. 

Figures derived from the winter survey are considered with other information 
in preparing recommendations for the fall waterfowl hunting season. Other 
information comes fromkill and wing surveys, a breeding ground survey, and a 
nesting success survey. The latter two studies are conducted during May, June, and 
July, These surveys cover intensively the waterfowl breeding areas on most of the 
North American Continent. 



On the basis of birds observed during the January survey, the total 
continental waterfowl population is down I.4 percent from last year and 9 
percent from a 13-year average. Ducks were down 13 percent from last year and 
10 percent down from the long-range average. The total number of geese was 
down 8 percent from last year, but was slightly above the &year mark. 

A comparison of the number of birds seen in 1961 and 1962 indicates that on 
a continental basis : Blue geese are down 39 percent; redhead ducks, down 37 
percent; Atlantic bran-t, down 53 percent; mallards, down 23 percent; coot, minus 
24; pintail, down 14. Canada geese were below the 1961 figure, but well ahead of 
the long-time average. Scaup were up 15 percent, and snow geese, 9 percent. The 
whistling swan, which is not a legally hunted species, is 30 percent under the 
1961 figure. 

Final figures by flyways indicate that the total number of waterfowl observed 
in the Pacific Flyway was 8 percent lower than in 1961, that puddle ducks were 
down 7 percent, but divers were up 15 percent, The overall total of ducks 
indicates a decline of 5 percent. Geese were up 11 percent. 

fn the Central Flyway, the overall picture indicates a drop of 22 percent in 
total waterfowl. Divers were down 17 percent; puddlers, 27; and geese down 
13 percent. 

Total number of waterfowl observed in the Mississippi Flyway was 15 percent 
below 1961 observations. Puddle ducks were down 22 percent, but divers were up 
5 percent. Geese were 19 percent below 1961. 

Observations in the Atlantic Flyway showed the total number observed was 
15 percent below sightings of the previous year. Geese were down 23 percent; 
puddle ducks, down 11 percent; and diving ducks, unchanged. 

Mexico observations showed a decline in total waterfowl of 12 percent, but 
a 59 percent increase of divers. Scaup were up 88 percent; redhead ducks, down 
62 percent; baldpate, down 59 percent; and gadwalls, off 35 percent. 
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